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Abstract

This study examines the cinematic image of the philosopher as a
representational construction that does not merely transpose an
intellectual biography into a consumable narrative, but rather
reconfigures the meaning of reason within the public imaginary
through the economy of image, sound, and time. It advances the
hypothesis that each film in the corpus does more than depict a
philosophical figure: it produces an implicit theory of what a
philosopher is and what thinking can (or cannot) do in the public
sphere, while testing the relation of knowledge to institutions of
legitimacy, censorship, and memory. The analysis focuses on five
heterogeneous case studies: Roberto Rossellini’s Socrates, Derek
Jarman’s Wittgenstein, Margarethe von Trotta’s Hannah Arendt,
Alejandro Amenabar’s Agora (Hypatia), and Youssef Chahine’s Destiny
(Averroes). To avoid impressionistic commentary, the study develops a
three-tier analytical framework: (1) a figural-corporeal level that
examines regimes of appearance and the symbolism of the thinking
body within the frame; (2) a narrative-dialogic level that traces the
positioning of philosophical ideas within dramatic economy and the

conversion of dialogue into a struggle over meaning; and (3) a
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historical-political level that reads the philosopher’s reappearance in
moments of conflict and mnemonic reconfiguration as a test of
cinema’s entanglement with power and knowledge. The comparative
analysis shows that "reason” shifts with the cinematic dispositive: it is
public and civic in Socrates, linguistic and limit-oriented in
Wittgenstein, juridical and archival in Hannah Arendt, exposed and
threatened in Agora, and vernacularly transmissible and resistant in
Destiny. It further demonstrates that institutions (the court, the
university, the press, the crowd, the state, and the politics of memory)
function not as narrative background but as mechanisms that confer or
withdraw the legitimacy of thinking. Finally, the study argues that when
imagination displaces documentation, it does not necessarily amount
to distortion; it can operate as a representational politics that amplifies
the symbolic charge of the philosopher’s name to speak the present
through the past. The cinematic philosopher thus emerges, at bottom,
as an image of the struggle over the legitimacy of reason: how it

appears, how it speaks, how it is judged, and how it resists.

Keywords
Image of the philosopher; representation of reason; biographys; fiction;

visual studies; film semiotics; censorship; power.
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